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ABSTRACT
ABSTRACT
In 2014, Government of India initiated a national level effort to practice a healthy agriculture by sustaining the soil resources through the Soil Health Management (SHM) component under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). Soil health card (SHC) is an important component of the SHM. The Government of India launched SHC scheme on 19 February, 2015. In Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) also, the SHC scheme was launched in 2015. Till June 2021, more than 18 lakh SHCs were issued in J&K. There are no empirical field studies regarding the coverage of SHC scheme and its impact on the fertilizer use in Jammu and Kashmir. Therefore, an empirical study entitled “Evaluation of the soil health card scheme in Jammu and Samba districts” was conducted to find out the extent of coverage of SHCs, adoption of SHC based recommendations and constraints faced by farmers in adoption of SHC recommendations. Multi-stage random sampling technique was employed for the study. A sample of 200 farmers was selected from 20 villages by proportionate random sampling method. Major findings of the study were that soil sampling under SHC scheme was done in 75 per cent villages but only 12 per cent farm households had received SHC which is at variance to official government statistics which state that 70-80 per cent farmers in J&K have been covered under SHC scheme. None of the SHC holders were following the SHC based recommendations in cereal crops except in case of DAP applied in wheat crop by 9 per cent of SHC holders. Average NPK consumption ratio in study area was around 16:11:1 which was higher than ideal ratio of 4:2:1. The reasons/constraints reported by SHC holders for non adoption of SHC recommendations were self experience (13%), no knowledge about the applicability of SHC (52%), lack of comprehension of contents of SHC (35%) and information of recommended fertilizers doses were not suitable to their field (4%). Ninety six per cent SHC holders had an opinion that proper explanation about the SHC and its use must be provided. The factors affecting the farmers getting SHC were contact with extension agent (p=0.001) and distance of the households from the market (p=0.002). SHC should be made available to all the farmers and proper information regarding its application should be given, which will provide sustainable soil health and better economic results. 
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